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Nov. 1892. Badcliffe Observations of Nova Auriga ?. 
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Estimations of Magnitude of Nova Auriga. —(continued). 
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Nov. 1892. Mr. Barnard , Nova Aurigce. 
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Nova Aurigce. By E. E. Barnard, M.A. 

The first time I ever saw the object with the 36-inch was 
1892 August 19. As ^soon as I saw it I was struck with the 
fact that it was really a very small nebula, u some 5" in diameter,” 
with a ioth-magnitude stellar nucleus. The nebulosity was 
very dense and whitish, and with a low power might escape 
notice. A setting of the wires gave the diameter of the nebu- 
b losity as 3". The star nucleus was from o* m i to o* m 2 less than 
the star E of Mr. Burnham’s diagram (Monthly Notices, vol. lii., 
No. 6). But with low power, as a whole, the nebula and nucleus 
were brighter than that star. At every observation since the 
nebulosity has been a striking object—the colour of nebula and 
nucleus being a bluish white—quite in contrast to the star E, 
which has appeared slightly yellow. 

The light seems to have been declining very slowly. At the 
last observation, October 23, the nucleus was fully one magnitude 
less than E, and the nebulosity seemed less bright and was smaller 
in extent. The bluish-white colour was still strikingly marked. 

To detect any motion perpendicular to the line of sight I 
have repeated Mr. Burnham’s measures of last spring with two 
of his stars, so selected as to show motion if it existed. 

Here are the observations, all made with the micrometer of 
the 36-inch:— 



A and E. 



A and F. 


1892*64 

323°3 

74-24 

l892*64 

32°6 

85-03 

•66 

323*5 

74 - 4 i 

*66 

328 

84-76 

•67 

323*5 

74-64 

•67 

327 

8487 

•70 

323*5 

74-75 

•70 

326 

85-04 

1892*67 

323 '5 

74-51 B4 n 


32-7 

84*92 


Mr. Burnham’s measures of the same stars are :— 

A and E. A and F. 

1892*14 323°*6 74"*24 jB %n 1892*12 32°*4 85"*o5 J84 n 

A comparison of these measures do not show with certainty 
any motion in A. But the distance A E seems to be increasing. 
If this is real, and it seems to be so, it is strange that before my 
observations, it is not apparent, as compared with those of Mr. 
Burnham. Measures will be made to decide whether this motion 
is real, and if so, as to whether it is in A or E. 

Mount Hamilton: 

1892 October 24. 
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